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EXALTED RULER’S MESSAGE 

 I can’t believe I am sitting down to write my last ER 
message for our Antler.  It seems like our team of officers 
were just installed yesterday.  I guess it is true—time flies 
when you are having fun.  I can honestly say that our mem-
bers and all your hard work made our year very successful.  
I personally would like to take this time to thank each and 
every member, committee member, committee chair, and 
officer for all you do.  I wish the best of luck to ER elect Tom 
and all of his officers.  I also hope all of his committees 
have a productive and successful year ahead. 
 
 One of my last duties as ER is to host Elk, Officer, and 
Citizen of the year.  This is the time to look at all of our 
members’ accomplishments not only in our lodge, but in the 
community as well.  Please come out to show your support 
for these award winners and also for every Elk of the Month 
over the past year. 

 
 In closing, I am so proud of all that we have done this year.  I am also humbled that 
I was given your approval to be the ER of our lodge this past year.  It has been a pleasure 
to serve in that capacity, and it has been even better to work with such great people.  I 
look forward to serving the lodge in the future as a trustee, and in any other way I can 
help out.  I am not looking to this as an ending, rather just a new chapter. 
 
       Fraternally, 
 
       Clifford I. Van Nest     
    



 

  

Lodge Officers 2013-2014 
Exalted Ruler   Clifford I. Van Nest       732-306-5935 
Leading Knight  Tom Watters        848-992-6194 
Loyal Knight   Bob Byrnes        732-278-9422 
Lecturing Knight  Chris Resotko        732-608-4179 
Secretary   Helen McDermott       732-785-3323 
Treasurer   Ann Marie O’Hare                  732-278-9421 
Tiler    Gus Adamo        732-899-2722 
Esquire   Amanda Horton       732-600-8561 
Inner Guard   Jack Secor        732-701-0535 
Chaplain   Michael J. Brannick       732-600-8525 
Organist            
Bd. Of Directors President Ron Panuska        732-714-9966 
Bd. Of Directors Secretary Mike Travisano       732-899-5115 
Bd. Of Directors  Rob Cook, Esq.       732-261-0048 
Bd. Of Directors  Phyllis Willever       732-714-1149 
Bd. Of Directors  Sharon Haugh        732-966-4433 
 

 
Committee Chairpersons 

Activities   Thomas “Bat” Masterson, PER   732-682-3350 
Americanism   Jerri Parlow        732-814-6092 
Antler    Eileen Miller        732-714-9553 
Audit    Cus Dalik, PDDGER       732-600-6979 
Banquet Steward  Chris Resotko        732-608-4179 
Bar Steward   Jay Ramirez        732-899-8620 
Batter Up   Todd Schmidt        732-207-6076 
Building Improvement  Gus Adamo        732-900=2822 
Community Service  Karen Nobel        732-899-9253 
Convention    
Drug Awareness  Donna Tranchita       908-965-3733 
ENF    Cus Dalik, PDDGER       732-600-6979 
Flag Day   Joe Chickene        732-840-0891 
Fluke Tournament  John Veprek, PSP       908-910-9363 
Fraternal   Brian Coyle        908-406-5555 
Government Relations Sharon Haugh        732-966-4433 
Hoop Shoot   Greg Smith        732-920-7516 
House    Brian Coyle                   908-406-5555 
Indoctrination   Bob Scott        732-552-6169 
Investigation   Sharon Haugh        732-966-4433 
Lapsation   Helen McDermott       732-785-3323 
Lodge Activities  Jerry Rotunno        732-546-6279 
Lodge Scholarships  Jan Picarell        732-892-4522 
Mediator   John Veprek, PSP       908-910-9363 
Membership   Bob Scott        732-552-6169 
Memorial Service  Dino Castronova, PER      732-995-5758 
Mother’s Day Service   Georgianna Walsh       732-295-1945 
Motorcycle    Charles Scanlan       732-740-4908 
National Veterans Service     Nancy DeVito        732-892-8961 
Oktoberfest   Carolyn Watters        848-992-6194 
    & Jess Van Nest       732-610-7321      
PER Association  Dawn Tortoriello, PER      908-600-6605 
Photographer   Ray Staab        732-892-5406 
Presiding Justice  Rob Cook, Esq.                  732-261-0048 
Public Relations  Donna Rotunno       732-233-4256 
Soccer Shoot   Dino Castronova, PER      732-995-5758 
Special Needs Children Tom Watters        848-992-6194 
Tear Off Raffles  Gary Laudisi             732-785-1962 
Webmaster   Terry LaDu        732-899-4635 
Youth Activities  Dino Castronova, PER      732-995-5758 

House Committee News 

By Brian Coyle 

 

 Thank you to Johnny Unda and 

everyone who has been working so hard 

for our Friday Night Dinners.  Please 

come out and support the Lodge on Fri-

day nights and enjoy a delicious meal. 

 A BIG thanks to everyone who 

helped make the Prime Rib Dinner on 

Feb. 15 a success and raise almost $600 

for the Lodge.  Johnny, Chef Larry, and 

Hugh did a great job along with Chris 

Resotko, Cliff, Johnny Bones, and 

Lorraine in the kitchen; Linda Kopet, Jes-

sica, Susan Longo, and me upstairs; Jay 

and his daughter, Chloe, at the bar and 

Gus on the 50-50’s.  Thank you to all who 

attended! 

 Dig out your shorts and flip 

flops because Sat., March 8, is our an-

nual Beach Party from 7-11 pm.  Ed Aus-

tin will be playing live and Johnny’s Buf-

fet will be serving up some delicious 

food.  The event is free for members.  

Come celebrate Summer at the Elks! 

 St. Patrick’s Day Celebration will 

be Sun., March 16, in the Grill Room with 

drink specials and corned beef sand-

wiches and platters available for pur-

chase from the kitchen.  We open at 

noon so come and get your Green on at 

the Elks.  Corned beef will also be served 

Mon., March 17, on St. Patrick’s Day dur-

ing normal bar hours. 

 Elk of the Year/Officer of the 

Year/Citizen of the Year Dinner is Sat., 

March 29, from 6-10 pm.  Come and sup-

port the members and officers that 

helped make a great 2013-2014 Elk Year.  

$10 per person for dinner and dancing.  

Please purchase tickets in advance from 

House Chairman and in Grill Room by 

Mon., March 24. 

 I want to thank our amazing 

House Committee for their hard work 

this year.  I asked a lot of them and they 

stepped up and gave 110% every time.  I 

also want to thank our Lodge members 

for supporting the House Committee and 

our events this year and helping us raise 

over $13,000 for the Bathroom/Building 

Fund.  We couldn’t have done it without 

you.  And a huge thanks to our Treas-

urer, Ann Marie O’Hare, for generously 

donating her salary back to the Lodge for 

that fund.  As a newer member, I really 

appreciated the opportunity to serve the 

organization and get to know my fellow 

Elks better this year.  Thank you! 

 Next House Meeting is Monday, 

March 24, at 7 pm.  



 

  

Registration Form 

 
Elks Annual Convention 

June 6-8, 2014 

Gold Crest Motel 

Wildwood, New Jersey 

 

Single:      $320.00 
2 Adults:      $400.00 
Additional Adults (21 & Over):   $  90.00 (includes Friday and Saturday) 
Additional Children (under 21):   $  40.00 (includes Friday and Saturday) 
 
A 50% deposit must be received no later than Monday, March 17th, to guarantee your room.  Final  
balance due must be received no later than Monday, April 14th.  Any cancellations received after the 
deposit has been received or after final payment has been made will be subject to a cancellation fee of 

$100.00. 
 
NO CASH UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES WILL BE ACCEPTED.  For your convenience, you can pay 
by check or credit card.  Please return the bottom portion with your preferred method of payment.  
 

********************************************************************************** 

 
 
Name:    ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: ____________________________ E-Mail: ___________________________________________________ 
 
# of Adults/Room: ________________________  # of Children/Room: ______________________________________ 
 
Marching in the parade:      Y        N  Number of Shirts: ________  Size(s): _______________________ 
 
For Credit Card Payments: 
 
 VISA  MasterCard  American Express (circle one) 
 
Name as it appears on card: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Account Number: _____________________________________________ Expiration Date: _____________________ 
 
CID or Security ID (3 or 4 digit #): _____________ 
 
For Check Payments:  Make check payable to:  Point Pleasant Elks 

 

 

Mail to: Bob Byrnes, 523 Ilexberry Lane, Toms River, NJ, 08753, or  
  put in the Leading Knight mailbox at the Lodge.   



 

  

Elk of the Month 
By  House Committee 

 

Susan Longo 
 
 

Our Elk of the Month for March is Susan Longo. 
 
Susan, also known as Susie or Sushi, has been a proud Elk for about 10 years.  She always has a smile 
and a hug to greet her fellow Elks at the Lodge. 
 
Sushi has been an essential member of the House Committee this past year and very active around the 
Lodge helping out at all House sponsored events.  She is also a regular in the Grill Room and at Conven-
tion and helps out every year at our big events like the Fluke Tournament and Oktoberfest.  She is one of 
our “go-to” people on the House Committee and has helped us achieve our goals this year by bringing more 
fun events to the members while raising funds for our Lodge. 
 
Susan also organized and ran our Elks Yard Sale in June to raise money for the Lodge and has helped 
decorate and set up for our many parties including being part of our amazing Christmas Decorating Crew 
for the past two years.  She’s also volunteered her time as server upstairs for Lodge Benefits and has been 
part of our monthly kitchen cleanup crews.  And, when Hurricane Sandy hit the area, Susan was part of the 
team of Elks to collect food and organize clothing to donate to those in need. 
 
Sushi is one of the kindest, friendliest, and most genuine people and truly embraces the principles of Elk-
dom. 
 
Thank you, Susan.  We appreciate your great attitude and commitment to the Point Pleasant Elks Lodge.  
Congratulations on being our March Elk of the Month 

SCHOLARSHIP REPORT by Jan Picarell 

 

The Elks Foundation most valuable student competition has reached the final stage having begun on 
Sept. 1, 2013.  I am pleased to announce that Sarah Brodeur, a Senior at PPBeach HS, has been se-
lected by the Elks State Committee to compete at the National Level.  We are also proud to announce 
that Travis Dunham, a Senior at PPBoro HS, has been selected as a NJ Elks Most Valuable Student.  
He follows in the footsteps of other Borough students who have been State and National inductees. 
 
Eight girls and three boys competed this year at the Lodge level.  All their credentials were out-
standing:  academics, school activities, and community contributions.  I could only select 3 girls and 3 
boys to present to George Ziegler, SED Chair.  And, a very big THANK YOU to Jeff Patterson, our 
State Chair, for recommending our students. 
 
Our next competition, inaugurated last year, is the New Jersey Elks Family Scholarship.  HS Seniors, 
College Freshmen, Sophomores, and Juniors, who have a parent in good standing as an Elk, may ap-
ply.  Applications begin on line on April 1, 2014, at NJElks.org. 
 
The Point Pleasant Elks Scholarship ends in June at the Awards assemblies of our local high schools.  
Five graduating from each high school will receive a $500 grant to pursue their education.  I would be 
most appreciative if our lodge members would make a contribution to our local fund.  Thank you. 



 

  

Organ & Tissue Donation Program 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the USA has joined forces with 
Donate Life America to increase donations of organs, eyes, and life-saving tissue. 
 
 The need is paramount.  More than 110,000 patients were waiting for organ 
transplants as of March 2011, according to the Donate Life America website, 
www.donatelife.net.  Only 28,663 organ transplants had been performed in 2010, 
and even fewer—14,502 organ donations had been made in that year.   
 
 We Elks Members can help close the gap!  For more information on the impor-
tance of donation and how to become a registered donor in your state, go to the Do-

nate Life website.  This is a great way to show that “Elks Give from the Heart.” 

Paddle Auction Report 

 
On Friday, January 31, Point Pleasant Elks conducted a “Super Successful” Paddle Auction.  
More than 115 people filled the banquet room bidding their quarters to raise their paddles in 
hopes of acquiring one of the many terrific gifts that were generously donated by our members 
and local businesses.  Thank you all so much!!! 
 
We are especially appreciative of all the work done by the committee:  Cus and Dee Dalik,  
Carolyn Watters, Brian Coyle, “The Bathing Beauty” Bob Scott, Cliff Van Nest, Steve Flickinger, 
Charlie and Stanley Willever, Bob Haugh Jr. and Jay Ramirez. 
 
A special Thank You goes out to Gary Laudisi and Hugh Hild, who worked tirelessly repairing 
pipes broken by the extreme cold, modifying flooded bathrooms, and revamping heat ducts in 
order to make this evening happen.  We can’t thank you enough. 
 
Gratefully, 
 
Phyllis Willever and Sharon Haugh 

Pay your dues on-line.  Go to www.pointpleasantelks.org 



 

  

Antler Boosters 2013-2014 

 Boosters 
Joe Abradi 

Suzanne Auletta 

Rochelle & James A. Baine, Jr. 

Noemi & Paul Brundage, PER 

Don & Shadow Cashour 

Joe & Marianne Chickene 

Jack J. & Camille Cimino 

Al & Eileen Clericuzio 

William & Theresa Cobb 

Robert M. & Bridget Cook 

Charles A. & Jodie Cowell 

Dolores & Cus Dalik, Jr., PDD 

Harold & Suzanne Demarest, Jr. 

Joseph V. & Rosemary Esposito 

Vincent Gennaro 

Allan F. Gile, Sr. 

John W. & Anna Kaufman 

Terence J. LaDu 

William & Donna Leinweber 

Christopher B. Leitner 

Annette & Len Luccioni 

Ken & Kathy Mathis 

David & Lois McWilliam 

John W. Menschner, Sr. 

Eileen & Joe Miller, PER 

Ronald W. & Joan Panuska 

George C. & Lauris Pearce 

David G. & Jane Pestkowski 

Janice Picarell 

Robert W. Pursel, PER 

Alvin Mason & Marybeth Reffitt, Jr. 

Jack & Mary Lou Secor 

Bill & Pat Shay 

Barbara R. Smith & Phil Bartus 

Thomas F. & Marilyn J. Spedding 

Rosemary & Steve Tassie 

John Terranova 

Dennis L. & Elizabeth Torode 

Dawn Tortoriello, PER & Robert Scott 

Mike & Judy Travisano 

Rich & Cathy Troppoli 

Ellen & John Veprek, PSP 

Harold & Pauline Wyckoff 

Memorials 

Joan Abradi 

Douglas Adamo 

Gloria Adamo 

Darren Arms 

Gina A. Bartus 

Carmie Brady 

William Harrison Brown II 

Phil Contract 

Maria Corbally 

Hy A. Dooley 

Vernon T. Emmons 

Peter Enright 

Patricia Felstedt 

Nicholas Fetsick 

Herbert Francis 

Madeleine & Fred Frick, Sr. 

Margaret C. Haley 

Bob Haugh 

Daniel J. Hennessy , Sr. 

Edward O. Klein, Sr. 

Edward T. Knorr 

Donald Koch, PER 

Evelyn J. Lipkin 

Robert R. McCabe 

Kay & Lou Meyer 

Jean & Billy T. Morrow 

Nancy O’Brien 

Kyle J. Rager 

Charles Rola 

Col. Andrew L. Smith, USAF, Ret. 

Bernie Smith, PER 

James Sogorka 

Joseph G. & Louise Tortoriello 

William Van Druten, Sr., PER 

Arnie & Linda Van Duyn 

Walter Whelan 

 

 

 



 

  

Golf Outing 
April 28, 2014 

Spring Meadow Golf Course, Farmingdale, NJ 
12 Noon Registration 
1 p.m. Shotgun Start 

Scramble 
Prizes for Women and Men: 

Longest Drive 
Closest To The Pin 

$110.00/Golfer which includes  
Food and Refreshments Back at the Lodge 

For more info contact:   
Cus Dalik (732-600-6979)  

Or Bob Byrnes (732-278-9422) 

Beach Party 

Saturday, March 8th, from 7-11 pm 

Music by Ed Austin 

Johnny’s Buffet 

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration 

Sunday, March 16, 2014, in the Grill Room 

Corned Beef Sandwiches and Platters 

Drink Specials 

Lodge opens at Noon 

Pay your dues on-line.  Go to www.pointpleasantelks.org 



 

  

Veterans Committee 
By Nancy DeVito 

 
 It’s hard to believe February came and went and the Elk year is almost to an end.  Eleven of our Veterans Com-
mittee Members and our youngest volunteer, 2 year old Matthew Onifer, had a wonderful Valentine’s Day party at 
Burnt Tavern Manor.  Thank you to O’Brien’s Florist on Bridge Avenue for the discount on the red roses we pur-
chased for all our Veterans at the Manor and one for our dear friend and fellow Elk, Ken Mathis, residing at Shorrock 
Nursing Home.  It was sure nice to have Dawn Tortoriello, PER join in on the fun with us! 
 
 I would like to thank those who donated to our care packages.  On February 7th, packages were delivered to 
Joint Base McGuire.  Some packages were dropped off in Germany and most were heading down range as they call it.  
Goodie bags of granola bars, nuts, etc. were going to our wounded warriors for their flight home. 
 
 Below are two emails I received and would like to share with you.  Our packages do make a difference and are 
IMPORTANT: 
 

 (1)  My name is Jeff Schiller, Major, United States Air Force Reserve, deployed to the 10th Expedi-
tionary Aeromedical Evacuation Flight at Ramstein Air Base, Germany for Operation Noble Eagle and in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom.  I’m the Officer in Charge (OIC) of an Aeromedical Evac crew de-
ployed from MacDill AFB, FL and the OIC of AE Crew 1 (a mix of 7 Aeromedical Evacuation Crew Members 
for Operation Noble Eagle) for the 10th EAEF. 
 I wanted to take the time to personally thank you, the Point Pleasant Elks Veterans Committee as 
well as all the Girl Scouts that worked so hard to help give us some comforts from home in the gift package 
I received for my crew. 
 We have it a lot better off than our counter parts deployed to war zones; we are lucky that we only fly 
combat missions in and out of the war zones bringing home our wounded warriors when needed.  However, 
our sacrifice is the same—long hours of work, to be away from our homes, our loved ones, and our country 
has not been easy for all of us and our families.  But it is with much gratitude and thanks that your team has 
chosen to support us and the troops we care for.  The gift package we received was an incredible gesture 
that means more to us than I can type in this email. 
 From the bottom of our hearts, and on behalf of the incredible team mates that I have the pleasure of 
working with every day—we thank you!  May God Bless You All! 
  
 Sincerely, 
 Jeff Schiller, Maj, USAFR, NC 
 
 (2)  As you can see in the attached picture, 
we received donation boxes in at CASF USO center 
today!  We were able to provide Wounded Warriors 
flying out today a snack bag with granola bars from 
your boxes to take with them on their long flight 
home.  Our USO lounge and atrium provides ambu-
latory patients a home away from home by having 
baskets stocked with items such as snacks, bever-
ages, blankets, and pillows.  Thank you again for 
your many boxes of joy on this Valentine’s Day! 
 
 Very respectfully, 
 Alicia Green, Deployment Operations 

 
We are looking forward to the coming new year.  Remember:  “freedom is not free and we will never forget 
those who have served and are serving.”  



 

  

March 2014 
Sun 

Bar Opens At  

12 Noon 

Mon 

Bar Opens at 

3 pm 

Tue 

Bar Opens at 

3 pm 

Wed 

Bar Opens at 

3 pm 

Thu 

Bar Opens at 

12 Noon.  Lunch 

From 12-5 pm 

Fri 

Bar Opens at 

12 Noon 

Sat 

Bar Opens at 

12 Noon.  Lunch 

from 12-6 pm 

      1 

2 3 4 

Lodge  

Meeting  8 pm 

5 

NVSC 

Meeting  7 pm 

Ash Wednesday 

6 

Shuffleboard 

 

Line Dancing 

7  

Friday Night 

Dinner 

6-8:30 pm 

8 

Beach Party 

7-11 pm 

9 

Daylight Savings 

Begins 

10 11 

Cornhole 

League 

12 13 

Shuffleboard 

 

Line Dancing 

14 

Friday Night 

Dinner 

6-8:30 pm 

15   

Installation of 

Officers—4 pm 

 

16  

St. Patrick’s 

Day Celebration 

 

17 

St. Patrick’s Day 

18 

Lodge 

Meeting  8 pm 

19 

NVSC 

Meeting  7 pm 

20  

First Day of Spring 

Shuffleboard 

Line Dancing 

21 

Friday Night 

Dinner 

6-8:30 pm 

22 

23 24 

House 

Meeting  7 pm 

25 

Cornhole 

League 

26 27 

Shuffleboard 

 

Line Dancing 

28 

Friday Night 

Dinner 

6-8:30 pm 

29  

Elk, Officer, 

Citizen of the Yr. 

Dinner  6-10 pm 

30 31 

Motorcycle 

Committee 

Meeting 

     

Elk, Officer, and Citizen of the Year Dinner 
Saturday, March 29, 2014, from 6-10 p.m. 

$10 Per Person for Dinner and Dancing 

Please purchase tickets in advance from Brian Coyle, House Chairman 

or in the Grill Room by Monday, March 24, 2014 



 

  



 

  



 

  

The Antler 
Published monthly by 

The Point Pleasant 
BPO Elks Lodge #1698 

P. O. Box 1069 
820 Arnold Avenue 

Pt. Pleasant Beach, NJ 08742 
Editor: 

Eileen Miller 
Coordinator: 
Terry LaDu 
Publisher: 

Exalted Ruler  
Clifford I. Van Nest 

 
Lodge telephone (732) 892-9843 
Sec./Voice Mail (732) 899-7638 

Fax: (732) 899-7412 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

POINT PLEASANT ELKS #1698 

 
PROSPECTS:             OCCUPATION       PROPOSER 
 
Rich Liolleowski   Production Manager   William Matthews 
Alison Nachticell   Direct Success Inc.    William Matthews 
Marylee Decosimo   Manager, AMEX    William Decosimo 
Ed Dolton    Retired     Jay Ramirez 
Cathleen Walker   Teacher     John Toole 
Stephanie Pandolfo   Retired     Rosemary Tassie 
Dru Kegreiss—Reinstatement 
 
We are now down to 36 delinquent members.  Please check the delinquent list posted in the Grill Room.  If you know 
someone on the list who is experiencing a hardship, please contact Robert Scott at 732-552-6169.  We are almost at 
the end of another Elk yearK.let’s end our membership in the plus column!  The dues notice for 2014-2015 will be 

Please submit articles for the April 2014  Antler by 
March 20, 2014, to Eileen Miller at: 
PPElksAntler@yahoo.com or put in the Antler mail-
box at the Lodge.  Thank you. 
 

Installation of Officers 

Saturday, March 15, 2014, at 4 p.m. 
For more information contact 
Tom Watters, 848-992-6194 

Lodge of Sorrow 

 
Artie Ploger, #001979 Initiated 3/29/80, Died January 6, 2014 

Rosemary McCrohan, #003481 Initiated 10/18/03, Died January 30, 2014 

Lester Billy Dwyer, #000957 Initiated 4/29/61, Died February 17, 2014 

Pay your dues on-line.   

Go to www.pointpleasantelks.org 


