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EXALTED RULER’S MESSAGE 

  
“The Order of Elks is distinctively American.  Linking the destiny of our Order 
with the destiny of our country we have made its flag the symbol of the crowning 
virtue.” 
 
The American Flag is an important symbol of our Order.  Many have fought and 
died to preserve it and the traditions it stands for.  The Benevolent and Protec-
tive Order of Elks is the first and only fraternal organization to require formal 
observance of Flag Day.  In July 1908, the Grand Lodge, assembled in Dallas, 
Texas, provided for the annual observance of Flag Day on June 14 each year, 
by making it mandatory upon each local Lodge of the Order. 
 
Our Flag Day Ritual was outstanding this year!  Thank you Joe Chickene and 
your crew for a job well done.  Each year gets better and better and I am looking 
forward to the Flag Day Ritual next year. 
 
With Independence Day upon us, it is time to remember that when our founding 
fathers settled into our country, they formed an ideal of what they hoped the fu-
ture would hold for generations to come.  Thanks to our Americanism Commit-
tee, and you great members of Point Pleasant Lodge #1698, this ideal has been 
realized.  At Lodge meetings and all meetings, we proudly recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance and show support and respect to the United States of America.  
“Happy Birthday, America,” 236 years old and still going strong! 
 
Our Government Relations Committee has been working very hard these days 
to ensure we are tracking all our charity hours.  This is very important as these 
hours document the effort that our Lodge contributes to the community.  The 
Charitable Records Report provides a glimpse of the benevolence and generos-
ity given by our Lodge to those who need our help the most.  We can and must 
be proud of what we do for our neighbors, friends, and our community! 

 
I had the honor to accompany Jan Picarell, our Lodge Scholarship Chairperson, to the Point Pleasant Beach and Point Pleas-
ant Boro High School Awards Night, whereupon our Lodge gave 4 students from each High School Elks Scholarships.  I was 
very proud to attend both award nights representing our Lodge and the good which is accomplished through all the hard work of 
raising money to award these scholarships.  And remember, no other organization has ever given more to students who need 
scholarship assistance; our great Order is second only to the government in awarding scholarships. 
 
Three months into the year and I give our Lodge Report Card an A+!  Thank you to every member of this Lodge for all your 
hard work and all your support in making the Point Pleasant Elks #1698 the very best it can be.  And, remember the words of 
Vince Lombardi:  “The achievements of an organization are the results of the combined effort of each individual.” 
 
       Fraternally, 
       Dawn Tortoriello 



 

  

Lodge Officers 2012-2013 
Exalted Ruler   Dawn Tortoriello       908-600-6605 
Leading Knight  Cliff Van Nest        306-5935 
Loyal Knight   Brian Kierstead       908-783-7461 
Lecturing Knight  Tom Watters        848-992-6194 
Secretary   Helen McDermott       785-3323 
Treasurer   Bob Byrnes        278-9422 
Tiler    Gus Adamo        899-2722 
Esquire   Amanda Horton       600-8561 
Inner Guard   Jack Secor        701-0535 
Chaplain   Michael J. Brannick       600-8525 
Organist   Paschal Drew        295-1713 
Bd. Of Directors President Ron Panuska        714-9966 
Bd. Of Directors Secretary Mike Travisano       899-5115 
Bd. Of Directors  Rob Cook, Esq.       261-0048 
Bd. Of Directors  Brian Kuhn        859-6707 
Bd. Of Directors  Phyllis Willever       714-1149 
 

Committee Chairpersons 
Activities   Thomas “Bat” Masterson, PER   892-8301 
Americanism   Jerri Parlow        814-6092 
Antler    Eileen Miller        714-9553 
Audit    Cus Dalik, PDDGER       600-6979 
Banquets   Georgianna Walsh       295-1945 
Bar Steward   Jay Ramirez        899-8620 
Batter Up   Todd Schmidt        207-6076 
Community Service  Mike Donahue        892-4663 
Convention   Cliff Van Nest        306-5935 
Drug Awareness  Donna Tranchita       908-965-3733 
ENF    Cus Dalik, PDDGER       600-6979 
Flag Day   Joe Chickene        840-0891 
Fluke Tournament  John Veprek, PSP       908-910-9363 
Fraternal   Brian Coyle        908-406-5555 
Government Relations Brian Kuhn        859-6707 
Hoop Shoot   Greg Smith        920-7516 
House    Co-Chair:  Paul Brundage, PER  773-8441 
    Co-Chair:  Bob Scott       552-6169 
Indoctrination   Gus Schipani        892-6772 
Investigation   Sharon Haugh        295-1624 
Lapsation   Helen McDermott       785-3323 
Lodge Activities  Jerry Rotunno        546-6279 
Lodge Scholarships  Jan Picarell        892-4522 
Mediator   Joe Miller, PER       713-2070 
Membership   Bob Scott        552-6169 
Memorial Service  Dino Castronova, PER      995-5758 
Mother’s Day Service   Georgianna Walsh       295-1945 
National Veterans Service     Nancy DeVito        892-8961 
Oktoberfest   Jim Brogan        814-1043 
PER Association  Cus Dalik, PDDGER       600-6979 
Photographer   Ray Staab        892-5406 
Presiding Justice  Rob Cook, Esq.                  261-0048 
Public Relations  Donna Rotunno       233-4256 
Soccer Shoot   Dino Castronova, PER      995-5758 
Special Needs Children Gus Adamo        899-2722 
Tear Off Raffles  Gary Laudisi        785-1962 
Webmaster   Terry LaDu        899-4635 
Youth Activities  Dino Castronova, PER      995-5758 
 

House Committee News 

 

Flag Day was a hit with 100+ 

people showing up.  Thanks to 

all who helped set up and cook.   

 

Still checking prices on the 

fence and new tables.  Will be 

ordering tables soon. 

 

August 25th, 2-7 pm, will be 

wings, clams, and mussels.  Will 

also have drink specials.  Come 

out and have some fun! 

 

Since we have taken over the 

kitchen, dinners have been very 

successful.  More members 

have been coming back to the 

Lodge to enjoy dinner.  Also 

checking into bar pies for the 

bar.  More info to follow. 

 

Dino’s Pasta Dinners:  July 15th 

and August 19th.  Includes 

salad, pasta, meatballs, sau-

sage,  dessert and coffee.  Cost:  

$10.  These dinners help offset 

the cost of the 2013 conven-

tion. 

 

Dino’s Sausage Sale—orders 

due in by August 18th.  This 

sale is being done by the Youth 

Activities Committee.  Please 

put your order in the Youth Ac-

tivities Mailbox. 

SAUSAGE*SAUSAGE*SAUSAGE 

Once again Dino is taking orders 

for his homemade Italian Sausage 

at $5.00/lb. 

Orders due by August 18th. 

_____# Sweet 

_____# Hot 

_____# Thermo Nuclear Hot 

Make check payable to BPO Elks 

#1698 and place in the Youth Ac-

tivities mailbox with your order.  



 

  

Flag Day Ceremony by Joe Chickene, Chairman 

 
Our Lodge Officers conducted the annual Flag Day celebration at Veteran’s Park on a glorious sunny day, Sat-
urday, June 16th.  The park was filled with Girl and Boy Scouts who were not only very attentive but also par-
ticipated in the proceedings.  Brother Ron Brooks was in good voice as he led us in the National Anthem and 
God Bless America.  Joint Base Color Guard in their sparkling whites were very impressive while posting the 
colors.  Gus Adamo, once again, made a colorful wreath which was placed at our monument by Joe Abradi 
and John Kaufman after Dino Castronova’s rendition of the mournful Elks Flag Day Toast.  Piper, Brother Tom 
Nixon, played Amazing Grace and the anthems of all our armed services.  The hit of the day was an address 
by Commander Eric Svenson who captivated the audience.  You could have heard a pin drop. 
 
I want to thank all those who helped set up, put up, and break down the service.  Special thanks to Ron 
Brooks, Frank Onorato, Mike Travisano, Paschal Drew, Bob Scott and his crew, Betty Torode, and Sue Ga-
jewski. 

August 25, 2012 

2-7 pm 

Come down to the Lodge for 

Wings, Clams, and Mussels 

Drink Specials Too! 



 

  Elk of the Month 
By Dawn Tortoriello 

 

Rosemary Tassie 
 

Our Elk of the Month is:  Rosemary Tassie! 
 
Rosemary Tassie has spent many years and has been a very active member working on the Veter-
ans Committee. 
 
Rosemary organized and ran a Lodge trip to the Battleship New Jersey and a bus trip to Atlantic 
City.  Although she has attempted to run other trips and other events and had to cancel, she still 
keeps on trying.  She volunteers to sell raffle tickets for the Veterans Committee and the Lodge raf-
fles.  Rosemary is always seen at the Fluke Tournament and Oktoberfest in the ticket booth selling 
tickets.  She joins the Veterans Committee with cooking and serving the military at their picnics.  
Anything you ask of Rosemary when help is needed, she is always there.  Most recently, she or-
ganized and ran a very successful cruise to Bermuda as a fundraiser for the Lodge.  Her efforts 
raised enough money for the Lodge to purchase (much needed) new tables for banquets upstairs.   
 
Rosemary, for all that you do for the good of the Lodge, I thank you from the bottom of my heart.  
Please keep up the good work always, and, “Congratulations” on being Elk of the Month for July! 

Organ & Tissue Donation Program 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the USA has joined forces with 
Donate Life America to increase donations of organs, eyes, and life-saving tissue. 
 
 The need is paramount.  More than 110,000 patients were waiting for organ 
transplants as of March 2011, according to the Donate Life America website, 
www.donatelife.net.  Only 28,663 organ transplants had been performed in 2010, 
and even fewer—14,502 organ donations had been made in that year.   
 
 We Elks Members can help close the gap!  For more information on the impor-
tance of donation and how to become a registered donor in your state, go to the Do-
nate Life website.  This is a great way to show that “Elks Give from the Heart.” 
 



 

  

Convention 2012 by Cliff Van Nest 

 

First and foremost I would just like to thank everyone for all of your help and hard work to make 2012’s conven-
tion another roaring success.  I am honored to have been chosen by our Lodge to head this year’s convention and 
it could not have been the great event it was without EVERYONE’S  support. 
 
Not many people realize how much goes into preparing a convention… the planning, meetings, ordering supplies, 
making sure the equipment is up to par, loading the truck, getting all that down there and set up. 
 
Big thanks to Gary, John, and Hugh for being there to make sure the equipment was ready to go, and, for helping 
me load the truck.  Jack, without you bringing all 22 feet of the truck down there with me, as well as re-assuring 
me that I would be fine driving the truck back by myself, I would have been a “goner.” 
 
Friday, the first “official” day of the NJ State Elks Convention, got off to a great start when fellow lodge members 
began rolling in to start the festivities during the late morning.  Not only did we all come together to help with 
prep-work, but with the assistance of many Elks, the grills were up and going filled with plenty of food.  Music, 
and, of course, libations (ice provided by my little work horse for the weekend, Charlie) at the pool side began.  
The hotel was soon filled to capacity and the party was in full swing. 
 
“Anyone who says sunshine brings happiness has never danced in the rain”… that is a quote from an unknown 
author, but boy did they hit the nail on the head.  Friday night there was quite a storm that rolled in; full of rain, 
thunder, lightning, and hard winds.  But 1698 didn’t let that stop us.  DJ Shirlene and our unofficial house band, 
Retrojunk, brought the crowd to their feet and dancing all night. 
 
As hard as the next morning was to wake up, my marchers made it to the parade ahead of time, and represented 
our Lodge fantastically.  I think it was Dino’s homemade sausage sandwiches that gave us the extra boost!  The 
weather for the rest of the weekend could not have been any better, but I think Saturday night dinner was just a 
little better. 
 
Georgianna, Scotty, Gary, Jack, Al, Linda, Phyllis, Charlie, Paul, and Gus did a great job feeding everyone’s 
mouths full of salads, sides, chicken, and steak.  Brian, thanks for all the delicious desserts.  I believe the word is 
out about how great a job you guys do as many fellow state ELKS paid a hospitality fee to join in the festivities. 
 
Once the sun dipped down, the TOGA’s came out.  It was so nice to see an overwhelming participation in this 
event.  I was happy to help people tie their togas on with hotel bed sheets (and if asked again I would not hesi-
tate—”wink wink”), but people went out of their way to prepare extravagant costumes.  Again, DJ Shirlene and 
Retrojunk got everyone dancing and a good time was had by all. 
 
I must mention that the Wayne Elks could not have been a better people to enjoy the weekend with.  They occu-
pied five rooms and were awesome guests. 
 
Jack Zawacki and Golden Elks Pop Warner kids were instrumental in unloading the truck to get it back on time.  I 
am so thankful for everyone’s help, even if I forgot to mention you specifically, I cannot wait to see all of you 
again next June. 



 

  

18th ANNIVERSARY FLUKE TOURNAMENT 
JULY 21, 2012 

 
 We are once again into the month of July and it is time for 

our annual Fluke Fishing Tournament.  The Tournament this year will be held on Satur-
day, July 21st, with the Captains’ Meeting to be held the evening of Friday, July 20th. 
 
 This year’s tournament will be the same as last year with two divisions, one for the 
Power Boats and one for Kayaks.  Applications are available at the Lodge or on the 
Lodge Website. 
 
 Remember, this is one of your Lodge’s main fundraiser’s of the year and a lot of 
HELP is needed to make this event successful for our Lodge. 
 
 HELP is needed on both days on the grills, at the beer truck (must be TAM 
trained), selling tickets, and other work.  HELP is also needed the week before to set up 
and prepare the grounds for the event.  Also, HELP is needed to clean up the grounds 
and put the equipment away on the day after the event.  A sign-up sheet will be available 
in the grill room.  Please sign-up to HELP today! 

Scholarship News by Jan Picarell 

 

On June 4th and June 5th, ER Dawn Tortoriello, Robert Haugh, Jr., and myself presented our Lodge Memorial Schol-
arships to graduating Seniors at Point Pleasant Beach and Point Pleasant Borough High Schools. 
 
The Bobbie Meserol Memorial Scholarship was given to Mark Jurkowski, Point Pleasant Beach High School Senior , 
and Ashley Buttino, a Point Pleasant Borough High School Senior. 
 
The Tim Rex Memorial Scholarship was given to Hope Roselle, Point Pleasant Borough High School Senior, and Cody 
Nierstedt, Point Pleasant Beach High School Senior. 
 
The Linda Van Duyn Memorial Scholarship was given to Matthew Finlay, Point Pleasant Beach High School Senior, 
and Steven Krohn, Point Pleasant Borough High School Senior. 
 
The Robert D. Haugh, Sr. Memorial Scholarship was given to Tucker Weisleder, Point Pleasant Borough High School 
Senior, and Marissa Iradi, Point Pleasant Beach High School Senior. 
 
The Golden Elks Award was given to Cody Coleman, Point Pleasant Beach High School Senior. 
 
Justin Grace, graduating Senior at Point Pleasant Borough High School, competed in the ENF’s Most Valuable Student 
Contest and won a Scholarship for 4 years.  Justin was one of 24 NJ students selected to be honored.  He will be attend-
ing Florida Central College in the fall.  He has had outstanding achievements in High School and in Community Ac-
tivities and was so rewarded by multiple organizations.  We wish Justin continued success! 
 
Attention incoming September 2012 Seniors at our local high schools:  You may begin applying for the ENF 
Scholarships on-line September 1, 2012.  The Elks National Foundation will get you there.  Need Help?  Call me.  



 

  

Veterans Committee News 
By Nancy DeVito 

 
 It’s that time of year again, the Veterans Super 50/50 which will be drawn on the day of the Fluke Tournament.  
The Veterans Committee could use the membership support.  We got off  to a late start waiting for the license and hav-
ing the tickets printed.  I’m not able to mail them to the membership, so please stop by and help us sell and buy these 
tickets!  Thanks to Pable Evertz Funeral Parlor for their generosity in making and printing our tickets once again.  This 
is our biggest fundraiser.  It supports the needs of our Veterans and we can do much more with your help!  Please pick 
up a book or two, buy a book, and sell them to your friends.  We really need to help each other.  It’s what being an Elk 
is all about!  Support our Veterans, Special Needs Children, and our Community’s Youth by participating and support-
ing each group’s fundraisers.  The tickets are 11 for $10.00 or $1.00 a ticket.  Please help me help our Veterans! 
 
 I have the new Elks Challenge coins.  If you haven’t bought one yet, now’s your chance.  Last time to buy.  
Give to your children or start a collection.  For only $10.00 (Stocking Stuffer), it is Christmas in July, right?! 
 

 How about a paver?  Have you bought one of those?? 
 
 June 19th was our first fishing day for our Veterans.  We were joined by our Active Airmen of Joint Base 
McGuire.  Thank you 514th for your service to our country.  Dinner was prepared and served by Committee Members 
Bob, Phyllis, Les, John, Marianne, and myself.  Thank you for all your help.  And, Thank You to Regina, Carol, Mike, 
Ralph, and Charlie for assisting on the boat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 I would also like to thank US Subs for a Veterans discount on our 6 foot sub.  Thanks, Eddy! 
 
 The blanket was raffled off on Flag Day and the winner was very excited!  Turned out to be Rosemary Tassie’s 
daughter.  Congrats!  It will keep you nice and warm on those cold nights.  Thank you, Regina and Nancy, for making 
the blanket. 
 

 Support the Veterans Committee  

by purchasing Super 50/50 Raffle Tickets, 

A Paver, or a Challenge Coin  
 

 
 



 

  

 
Antler Boosters 2012-2013 

 

Boosters        Memorials 
 
 
Rochelle & James A. Baine, Jr.     Joan Abradi 
Joe Abradi        Glen Acerra 
Sonny & Barbara       Gloria Adamo 
Ronald C. Brooks       Gina A. Bartus 
Don & Shadow Cashour      William Harrison Brown II 
Jack J. & Camille Cimino      Phil Contract 
Albert J. Clericuzio       Maria Corbally 
William S. Cobb       Hy A. Dooley 
Robert M. & Bridget Cook      Pat Felstedt     
Dolores & Cus Dalik, Jr., PDD     Herbert Francis 
Harold & Suzanne Demarest, Jr.     Bob Haugh 
Paschal Drew        Daniel J. Hennessy Sr. 
George Edson        Nancy M. Henry 
Joseph V. Esposito       Robert E. Henry 
Vincent Gennaro       Ruth Hoagland 
Allan F. Gile, Sr.       Brian Joiner 
Kenneth C. & Fran Hagemann     Edward O. Klein Sr. 
Pat & Bill Hennessy, PER      Ellen C. LaStella 
Glenn P. Henry       George & Patricia Lins 
Suzanne J. Hoagland       Ed & Ruth Magley 
John W. & Anna Kaufman      Robert R. McCabe 
Terence J. LaDu       Sharon McDowell 
Bernard A. Lang       Kay & Lou Meyer 
William & Donna Leinweber      Jean & Billy T. Morrow 
Annette & Len Luccioni      Dr. Sharon Mullaney-Erbeck 
Ken & Kathy Mathis       Lenore Neral 
David & Lois McWilliam      Nancy O’Brien 
John W. Menschner, Sr.      Dorothy L. Rager 
Eileen Miller        Joseph F. Rager, Jr. 
Joe Miller, PER       Barbara Rizzo 
Mickey & Ingrid.       Charles Rola 
Ronald W. & Joan Panuska      Kathleen Sirchio 
George C. & Lauris Pearce      William Skidmore 
Janice Picarell        Bernie Smith, PER 
Robert W. Pursel, PER      Jerry Strace      
Jack H. Secor        Joseph G. Tortoriello 
Bill & Pat Shay       Arnie & Linda Van Duyn 
Barbara R. Smith       Walter Whelan 
Carol & Ed Sholander       Andrew Wissel 
Thomas F. & Marilyn Spedding 
Rosemary & Stephen Tassie 
John Terranova 
Elizabeth & Dennis Torode 
Dawn Tortoriello, ER & Robert Scott 
Mike & Judy Travisano 
Rich & Cathy Troppoli 
Ellen & John Veprek, PSP 
Brian E. Wills 



 

  

 July 2012 
Sun Mon Tue 

Terrific Tuesdays 

Noon-4 pm 

Wed Thu 

Thirsty Thursdays 

4-7 pm 

Fri 

Friday Night 

Dinner Menus  

Are on the Lodge 

Website 

Sat 

Half-Price Drinks 

3-7 pm 

1 2 3 4 

IndependenceIndependenceIndependenceIndependence    

DayDayDayDay    

    
HB, Hepp 

5 

ShuffleboardShuffleboardShuffleboardShuffleboard    

    

Line DancingLine DancingLine DancingLine Dancing    

6 

Friday NightFriday NightFriday NightFriday Night    

DinnerDinnerDinnerDinner    

5555----8 pm8 pm8 pm8 pm    

7 

8 9 10 

CornholeCornholeCornholeCornhole    

LeagueLeagueLeagueLeague    

7777----10 pm10 pm10 pm10 pm    

11 

SNCCSNCCSNCCSNCC    

12 

ShuffleboardShuffleboardShuffleboardShuffleboard    

    

Line DancingLine DancingLine DancingLine Dancing    

13 

Friday NightFriday NightFriday NightFriday Night    

DinnerDinnerDinnerDinner    

5555----8 pm8 pm8 pm8 pm    

14 

15 

Dino’sDino’sDino’sDino’s    

PastaPastaPastaPasta    

DinnerDinnerDinnerDinner    

16 17 

LodgeLodgeLodgeLodge    

Meeting  8 pmMeeting  8 pmMeeting  8 pmMeeting  8 pm    

18 

SNCCSNCCSNCCSNCC    

    

NVSC  7 pmNVSC  7 pmNVSC  7 pmNVSC  7 pm    

19 

ShuffleboardShuffleboardShuffleboardShuffleboard    

    

Line DancingLine DancingLine DancingLine Dancing    

20202020    FridayFridayFridayFriday    

Night DinnerNight DinnerNight DinnerNight Dinner    

5555----8 pm8 pm8 pm8 pm    

Captains’ 

Meeting 

21 

FlukeFlukeFlukeFluke    

TournamentTournamentTournamentTournament    

22 23 24 

CornholeCornholeCornholeCornhole    

LeagueLeagueLeagueLeague    

7777----10 pm10 pm10 pm10 pm    

25 

SNCCSNCCSNCCSNCC    

PicnicPicnicPicnicPicnic    

26 

ShuffleboardShuffleboardShuffleboardShuffleboard    

    

Line DancingLine DancingLine DancingLine Dancing    

27 

Friday NightFriday NightFriday NightFriday Night    

DinnerDinnerDinnerDinner    

5555----8 pm8 pm8 pm8 pm    

28 

29 

BreakfastBreakfastBreakfastBreakfast    

9 am9 am9 am9 am----Noon (?)Noon (?)Noon (?)Noon (?)    

30 31     

Save the date… 
Casino Night 

Saturday, August 11, 2012 
7-11 pm 

If you would like to donate a prize, please contact 
Phyllis Willever, 732-714-1149 
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PLEASE RUSH... DATED MATERIAL 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

POINT PLEASANT ELKS #1698 

 
NAME                   SPONSOR 

  

Jim Burkle      Fred Conlon 
Gary Barella      Bob Scott 
Ed Barrg      Jay Ramirez 
Michele Porcaro     Carolyn Watters 
Dale Wilburn      Jay Ramirez 
Michele Murphy-Reinstatement 
 
Membership:  We are down to 78 delinquent members.  Please look at “most wanted list” hanging up by the 
sign-in sheet at the Lodge.  If you know someone, try and get them to pay their dues.  Thank you. 
      Bob Scott 

 
Please submit articles for the August Antler by July 20, 2012 to Eileen Miller at 
PPElksAntler@yahoo.com or put in the Antler mailbox at the Lodge.   Thank 
you. 

LODGE OF SORROW 

Arnie Van Duyn—June 11, 2012 

 


