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EXALTED RULER’S MESSAGE 

As most of you already know, my Mom passed away this past month.  I am honoring 
her memory by putting her picture in place of mine in this month’s Antler.  For those of 
you who did not know her, my Mom was the sweetest, most kindest person I ever 
knew.  She was always so proud of all my accomplishments, and especially proud 
when I became the Exalted Ruler of this great organization.  And a perfect month to 
honor her, a sweetheart of all sweethearts.  “Happy Valentine’s Day to my wonderful 
mother!” 
 
The Point Pleasant Elks Lodge is recognized as one of the best service organizations 
in the community.  This can only be achieved by the members of our organization who 
dedicate themselves to the charitable and benevolent needs of our community.  The 
membership goal of all the Lodges is a plus one, and in order to be able to continue our 
work in the community, along with the veterans, youth, and all the Elk programs, we 
must increase our membership.  I am happy to report that at the time of this writing, our 
membership is currently at a PLUS THIRTEEN!  I’d like to say “kudos” to our Member-
ship Committee Chairperson, Bob Scott, who has done an incredible job with the mem-
bership this year.  And I would also like to send out a thank you to our Investigation 
Committee Chairperson, Sharon Haugh, our Indoctrination Committee Chairperson, 
Gus Schipani, and our Lapsation Committee Chairperson, Helen McDermott, because 
without all of you, we would not be where we are at today.  Membership is the life-
blood of this organization and I’d like to also thank the members who sponsored all of 

our new members this year.  Once again, Point Pleasant Elks #1698 continues to shine! 
 
As my Exalted Ruler “Message in the Antler” days are slowly coming to an end (one more after this), I just want to say thank 
you to our Editor, Eileen Miller, who has done a wonderful job every month with the publication and a thank you to Terry LaDu 
as both the Coordinator of the monthly publication as well as doing a great job as our Webmaster!  I know it takes a lot of time 
and I really appreciate all that both of you did this entire year. 
 
I would also like to thank someone who is not only my mentor, but my sponsor too!  Thank you, Cus Dalik, for doing an out-
standing job as the Audit Committee Chairperson, as well as our Elks National Foundation Chairperson and Chairperson Past 
Exalted Rulers Association.  Through your guidance, you have made my memories of this year as Exalted Ruler ones that I will 
cherish for a lifetime.   
 
I’d also like to thank Gary Laudisi and Al Lavitola for taking over the Pull Tab Committee and doing an outstanding job with that.    
And, of course, one of the best things discovered this year was “Johnny Unda’s cooking!”  What a great job he did with turning 
the kitchen around.  Anyone who hasn’t tasted one of his delicious Friday Nite Dinners needs to get to the Lodge and try out his 
cooking...it is the BEST! 
 
And now, with Valentine’s Day approaching, I’d like to wish each and every one of you a very happy “Sweethearts Day” and I’d 
like to say that I Love You all.  The members of the Lodge have been and continue to be my inspiration.  Thanks for all you do! 
 
        Fraternally, 
        Dawn Tortoriello 
 



 

  

Lodge Officers 2012-2013 
Exalted Ruler   Dawn Tortoriello       908-600-6605 
Leading Knight  Cliff Van Nest        306-5935 
Loyal Knight   Brian Kierstead       908-783-7461 
Lecturing Knight  Tom Watters        848-992-6194 
Secretary   Helen McDermott       785-3323 
Treasurer   Bob Byrnes        278-9422 
Tiler    Gus Adamo        899-2722 
Esquire   Amanda Horton       600-8561 
Inner Guard   Jack Secor        701-0535 
Chaplain   Michael J. Brannick       600-8525 
Organist   Paschal Drew        295-1713 
Bd. Of Directors President Ron Panuska        714-9966 
Bd. Of Directors Secretary Mike Travisano       899-5115 
Bd. Of Directors  Rob Cook, Esq.       261-0048 
Bd. Of Directors  Brian Kuhn        859-6707 
Bd. Of Directors  Phyllis Willever       714-1149 
 

Committee Chairpersons 
Activities   Thomas “Bat” Masterson, PER  732-682-3350   
Americanism   Jerri Parlow        814-6092 
Antler    Eileen Miller        714-9553 
Audit    Cus Dalik, PDDGER       600-6979 
Banquets   Georgianna Walsh       295-1945 
Bar Steward   Jay Ramirez        899-8620 
Batter Up   Todd Schmidt        207-6076 
Building Improvement  Gus Adamo        899-2722 
Community Service  Karen Nobel        899-9253 
Convention   Cliff Van Nest        306-5935 
Drug Awareness  Donna Tranchita       908-965-3733 
ENF    Cus Dalik, PDDGER       600-6979 
Flag Day   Joe Chickene        840-0891 
Fluke Tournament  John Veprek, PSP       908-910-9363 
Fraternal   Brian Coyle        908-406-5555 
Government Relations Sharon Haugh        295-1624 
Hoop Shoot   Greg Smith        920-7516 
House    Co-Chair:  Paul Brundage, PER  773-8441 
    Co-Chair:  Bob Scott       552-6169 
Indoctrination   Gus Schipani        892-6772 
Investigation   Sharon Haugh        295-1624 
Lapsation   Helen McDermott       785-3323 
Lodge Activities  Jerry Rotunno        546-6279 
Lodge Scholarships  Jan Picarell        892-4522 
Mediator   Joe Miller, PER       713-2070 
Membership   Bob Scott        552-6169 
Memorial Service  Dino Castronova, PER      995-5758 
Mother’s Day Service   Georgianna Walsh       295-1945 
National Veterans Service     Nancy DeVito        892-8961 
Oktoberfest   Jim Brogan        814-1043 
PER Association  Cus Dalik, PDDGER       600-6979 
Photographer   Ray Staab        892-5406 
Presiding Justice  Rob Cook, Esq.                  261-0048 
Public Relations  Donna Rotunno       233-4256 
Soccer Shoot   Dino Castronova, PER      995-5758 
Special Needs Children Tom Watters        848-992-6194 
Tear Off Raffles  Gary Laudisi        785-1962 
Webmaster   Terry LaDu        899-4635 
Youth Activities  Dino Castronova, PER      995-5758 

House Committee News 

Thanks to all who came and 

brought a covered dish to the 

NYE Party in the Grille Room!  

Everyone had a good time! 

 

February 3rd-Super Bowl Party 

in the Grille Room.  Food and 

Drink Specials!  Come on over 

and enjoy the game! 

 

The $1.98 Beauty Contest 

scheduled for February 9th has 

been cancelled.  Will advise on 

the rescheduling. 

 

February 23rd-Officers hosting 

a Beach Party in the Grille 

Room.  $10.00 donation per 

person to cover the cost of food 

and the DJ.  Please see ER Dawn 

if you’d like to help. 

 

Friday Nite Dinners are still go-

ing well.  If anyone would like 

something in particular on the 

menu, please see Johnny Unda 

or Bob Scott. 

 

St. Patrick’s Day Party hosted 

by the House Committee-

please check back for more de-

On Friday, Dec. 14th we held our 
2nd annual Christmas bake sale at 
the Lodge.  We raised $216.00 sur-
passing our goal of $200.00!  Funds 
raised will help rebuild our fence 
that Hurricane Sandy destroyed. 
 
We would like to thank our mem-
bers and guests who either donated 
baked goods, or those of you who 
purchased goodies. 
 
On behalf of the House Committee, 
Carolyn Watters, and myself, thank 
you once again for making this a 
great success! 
 
“Happy New Year!” 
 
 Janice Knorr 



 

  

Elk of the Month 
By Dawn Tortoriello 

 

Charlie Cantalupe 
 

Our Elk of the Month is:  Charlie Cantalupe! 
 
Charlie has been a member for quite a few years now and always shows up at all of our Lodge 
events ready to work.  Our biggest events, the Fluke Tournament and Oktoberfest, Charlie helps 
set up and clean up after each one.  And then, spends his entire day at the events helping wher-
ever needed!  Charlie and his wife, Liz Smith, show up and support our Friday Nite Dinners every 
Friday night.  No matter what event it is at the Lodge, you will always see him there supporting that 
event.  And, whenever we have trouble with the locks, or when the locks need to be changed, Char-
lie is right there donating his time to help with that too. 
 
Thanks for all that you do, Charlie, and CONGRATULATIONS on being our February Elk of the 
Month! 

Scholarship News by Jan Picarell 
 
We are pleased to announce that 26 High School Seniors applied for the ELKS NATIONAL FOUNDATION  MOST VALU-
ABLE STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP in December.  Their credentials were all outstanding including their academic achieve-
ments, extra-curricular activities, leadership, and community service.  The Lodge Committee forwarded the names of 4 boys 
and 4 girls to the District Committee for their consideration.  District Chair, George Ziegler, has informed me that 2 of these 
students have been forwarded to the State Committee for their judging.  I’m in hopes that they will be recommended to the 
National Committee in Chicago.  I am not at liberty to reveal the names of the students.  They have all been notified by mail of 
their status.  My special thanks to committee members, Carolyn Watters and Diane Vander Noot, for their evaluations of the 
applicants.  The MVS National finalists will be notified by email on March 1, 2013.  My thanks also to the counselors in both 
high schools for assisting the students with their applications.  The committee’s next task will be selecting 5 students in each 
high school for the Lodge’s Memorial Scholarships to be awarded in June 2013.  If you would like to support our scholarship 
fund, please send your check to:  BPO Elks #1698, Box 1069, Pt. Pleasant Beach, NJ, 08742.  Thank you for your considera-
tion. 

 
Ciao!  Point Pleasant Elks Lodge #1698 is partnering with TravelSmiths for a trip to 
Italy, October 27-November 4, 2013.  The tour will go to Rome, Florence, and  
Venice.  For more information, see the ad on our website or contact one of the co-
chairs: 
 

Rosemary Tassie (732-714-9335) 
Or 

Mike Travisano (732-899-5115) 



 

  

 
“Anyone interested or have questions about  

becoming an officer or a  
committee chairperson for the  

Elk year 2013-2014,  
please contact Cliff Van Nest  

@ cliffvannest@gmail.com or 732-295-1093.” 

JOIN ME AS I TAKE THE PLUNGE! By Cliff Van Nest 

 

The 6th Annual Elk’s Miracle Plunge takes place March 16, 2013 at 12 noon.  This is a 

fundraising event that raises money for the Children’s Specialized Hospital, Cooley’s 

Anemia, and Elks Camp Moore.  I am trying to raise $1,000. for this great cause!  Join 

me and the hundreds of plungers on the Asbury Park beach (by Convention Hall) by 

registering today.  Don’t forget to have FUN!  Showcase your favorite costume as you 

run into the ocean!  After the plunge, event participants are invited to celebrate their 

fundraising efforts at Bar Anticipation, which includes live entertainment, food and beverages, and gift auction.  The 

Miracle Plunge is a great way to have fun, meet new people in your community, and to support three great charities.  

Hope to see you on the beach in March!  Thank you! 

Website:  http://miracleplunge2013.kintera.org/cliff  

The proposed amendment to the “BY-LAWS—HOUSE RULES and Rules of  
Order of Point Pleasant, New Jersey, Lodge No. 1698 of the BENEVOLENT 
AND PROTECTIVE ORDER OF ELKS of the United States of America” will be 
voted on at the February 19, 2013 meeting: 
 
Article X, Section 2:  AMENDED Section 2 to read as follows: 
 
Section 2.  On or before April 1st of each year, …… 
   
  The regular Lodge dues shall be $60.00 per year. 
 
  In addition to the amounts set forth in the first paragraph of this sec-
tion, each …... 



 

  

The Officers of the  
Point Pleasant Elks #1698 

Will be hosting a 

BEACH PARTY 
In the Grille Room 

Sat., February 23, 2013 
6 pm—10 pm 

Food Provided by Johnny Unda 
Entertainment Provided by DJ Jimmy B 

$10.00 Per Person 
Donation covers the cost of  

The DJ and Food 

Time to Break Out  
Your Summer Attire! 



 

  

February 2013 
Sun Mon 

Tue 
Terrific  

Tuesdays 
Noon-4 pm 

Wed 

Thu 
Thirsty  

Thursdays 
4-7 pm 

Fri 

Sat 
Half-Price 

Drinks 
3-7 pm 

     1 
Friday Nite 
Dinner 

2 
SNCCSNCCSNCCSNCC    
Charity BallCharity BallCharity BallCharity Ball    
    

3 
Super BowlSuper BowlSuper BowlSuper Bowl    
PartyPartyPartyParty    

4 5 

Lodge 
Meeting 
8 pm 

6 

NVSC 
Meeting 
 
SNCC  7 pm 

7 
Shuffleboard 
 
Line Dancing 

8 

Friday Nite 
Dinner 

9 

10 11 12 

Cornhole 
League 
7-10 pm 

13    

    
Ash WednesdayAsh WednesdayAsh WednesdayAsh Wednesday    

14 

Shuffleboard 
 
Line Dancing 
 
St. Valentine’sSt. Valentine’sSt. Valentine’sSt. Valentine’s    
DayDayDayDay    

15 

Friday Nite 
Dinner 

16 

17 

 
 
 
 
 
HB, Joe 

18 
 
Presidents’Presidents’Presidents’Presidents’    
DayDayDayDay    

19 

Lodge 
Meeting 
8 pm 
(Initiation) 

20 

NVSC 
Meeting 
 
SNCC  7 pm 

21 

Shuffleboard 
 
Line Dancing 

22 

Friday Nite 
Dinner 

23 
Beach PartyBeach PartyBeach PartyBeach Party    
6666----10 pm10 pm10 pm10 pm    

24 

Breakfast 
9 am-Noon 

25 26 27 28 

Shufflebard 
 
Line Dancing 

  



 

  

Veterans Committee News 
By Nancy DeVito 

 
I’m looking forward to the new year and have some new ideas in mind for helping our Veterans.  With the help of all of 
you we can be very productive in accomplishing our goals.  One idea is to honor the National Guard who for weeks on 
end helped keep our towns safe from vandals. 
 
We are seeking care packages, goods, or monetary donations to send packages to the troops.  Help us help them.  I’m 
sure they all can use a boost in morale by now, especially since they have been away from their loved ones over the 
holidays.  It’s not an easy time for any of them.  The cold weather is here and imagine being cold and fighting a war!  
Perhaps while food shopping you could pick up an extra package of hot chocolate, cup of soups, coffee, or warm 
“dark” socks, just to mention a few items.  This would go a long way to put a smile on a soldier’s face! 
 
On February 9th, Nancy DeVito, the Honorary Commander of the 514th FSS, will be attending an awards ceremony at 
Joint Base McGuire. 
 
February 10th, the Daisies, Brownies, and Girl Scouts will be heading to Joint Base McGuire for a tour of a KC10.  
These girls helped put care packages together and now will be able to see how all our packages get transported to the 
troops.  Should be an exciting time for them all. 
 
February 14th, we will be celebrating Valentine’s Day with the Veterans in Burnt Tavern. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God Bless You and God Bless America! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Upcoming Event: 

Easter Egg Hunt 
March 24, 2013 at 11 a.m. 
Egg Dying, Food, and Hunt 

Join the Easter Bunny, Antsy the Clown, & Bunny Helpers 
Children are FREE; Adults/$5.00 

 



 

  

 
Antler Boosters  2012-2013 

Boosters 

 
Rochelle & James A. Baine, Jr. 
Joe Abradi 
Sonny & Barbara 
Ronald C. Brooks 
Don & Shadow Cashour 
Jack J. & Camille Cimino 
Albert J. Clericuzio 
William S. & Theresa Cobb 
Robert M. & Bridget Cook 
Dolores & Cus Dalik, Jr., PDD 
James & Elaine DeBenedett 
Harold & Suzanne Demarest, Jr. 
Paschal Drew 
George Edson 
Joseph V. Esposito 
Vincent Gennaro 
Allan F. Gile, Sr. 
Kenneth C. & Fran Hagemann 
Pat & Bill Hennessy, PER 
Glenn P. Henry 
Suzanne J. Hoagland 
John W. & Anna Kaufman 
Terence J. LaDu 
Bernard A. Lang 
William & Donna Leinweber 
Annette & Len Lucccioni 
John F. Lynch 
Ken & Kathy Mathis 
David & Lois McWilliam 
John W. Menschner, Sr. 
Eileen & Joe Miller, PER 
Mickey & Ingrid 
Ronald W. & Joan Panuska 
George C. & Lauris Pearce 
Janice Picarell 
Robert W. Pursel, PER 
Jack H. Secor 
Bill & Pat Shay 
Barbara R. Smith 
Carol & Ed Sholander 
Thomas F. & Marilyn Spedding 
Rosemary & Stephen Tassie 
John Terranova 
Elizabeth & Dennis Torode 
Dawn Tortoriello, ER & Robert Scott 
Mike & Judy Travisano 
Rich & Cathy Troppoli 
Ellen & John Veprek, PSP 
Harold & Pauline Wyckoff 

Memorials 

 

Joan Abradi 
Glen Acerra 
Gloria Adamo 
Gina A. Bartus 
Janice Brice 
William Harrison Brown II 
Phil Contract 
Maria Corbally 
Hy A. Dooley 
Pat Felstedt 
Herbert Francis 
Bob Haugh 
Daniel J. Hennessy Sr. 
Nancy M. Henry 
Robert E. Henry 
Ruth Hoagland 
Brian Joiner 
Edward O. Klein Sr. 
Ellen C. LaStella 
George & Patricia Lins 
Ed & Ruth Magley 
Robert R. McCabe 
Sharon McDowell 
Kay & Lou Meyer 
Jean & Billy T. Morrow 
Dr. Sharon Mullaney-Erbeck 
Lenore Neral 
Nancy O’Brien 
Dorothy L. Rager 
Joseph F. Rager, Jr. 
Barbara Rizzo 
Charles Rola 
Kathleen Sirchio 
William Skidmore 
Bernie Smith, PER 
Jerry Strace 
Joseph G. and Louise Tortoriello 
Arnie & Linda Van Duyn 
Walter Whelan 
Andrew Wissel 



 

  SNCC CHARITY BALL 
FEBRUARY 2, 2013 

Cocktail Hour 5-6 pm 
Dinner 6-10 pm 

Open Bar 
DJ Music 

Tickets:  $40/Person 
For more info, contact Tom Watters 

At 848-992-6194 or giabroni@comcast.net 

Hoop Shoot News 2012-13 by Greg Smith 

 
The Elks National Hoop Shoot Competition is currently in full stride.  All Lodges had to deal with the effects of Hurricane 

Sandy back in October.  Several local shoots were rescheduled to accommodate the schools, children, and families.  The 

Hoop Shoot chairpersons and directors felt the competitions had to go on to give the kids something positive to do during 

this tough time after the storm.   

 

The Pt. Pleasant Elks local event was held in November with a lighter than normal turnout of shooters.  I did have a full team 

of Elks to rebound and keep score.  Thank you!  The shooters who came out did a fine job and their families were very appre-

ciative.  We had 4 winners who advanced to the Southeast District event.  They are Shea Yocum and Matthew Lee in the 8-9 

division and Amber Kuhn and TJ Paturzo in the 10-11 division.  All participants received Hoop Shoot certificates and chose 

two prizes from a grab-bag of goodies.  The local winners went to the Southeast District shoot on December 15 in Manas-

quan.  Once again, there were less kids due to the storm but all Lodges did participate.  Our four from Point all did well grab-

bing a few trophies.  Shea Yocum won the 8-9 girls division and will compete at the NJ State Hoop Shoot on February 10 in 

South Plainfield!  HOORAY FOR SHEA! Let’s all hope she does really well and wish her good luck!!   

 

Alumni News:  Kelly Hughes 

 

We all know of Kelly Hughes, our Hoop Shoot National Champion of 2004 and current Pt. Pleasant 

High School Senior basketball star.  I’m sure you have seen her stories in the papers but I’d like to 

give you an update.  Kelly has been a varsity starter for 4 years, won the Shore Conference scoring 

title, her team has won division titles, and tournaments.  Last year as a Junior, Kelly reached a 

milestone of scoring 1000 career points.  She hit 999 and 1000 at the foul line (hoop shoot)!  This is 

now her Senior year and there is another milestone within reach, the all-time point scoring total at 

Pt. Pleasant High School!  At the start of the season, Kelly needed several hundred points to pass 

Christie Pierce-Rampone’s record of 2190 set in 1993.  Well, on January 22, at PPBHS, Kelly needed 

just 27 points to pass Christie and become the all-time leading scorer.  She had a good first half 

(21) and the goal was close!  In the 4th quarter, with the Panthers leading by 30 points, Kelly drove 

to the basket and was fouled!  With her total at 2190, she stepped up to the line, cool as always, 

and sank it, 2191!!!  A new school record—and from the FOUL LINE again!  The game was paused 

to acknowledge her accomplishment with a special basketball and flowers.  Photos were snapping 

from all over the gym.  Teammates, family, and friends were cheering and congratulating her.  Even the visiting team shook 

her hand!  What a great achievement for a great young person!  After the game everyone was getting their picture taken 

with her.  Team photos, teammates, sister Lauren, parents Tim and Bette, relatives, newspaper reporters.  Everyone was en-

joying the moment!  It was a great night for a very talented and deserving student athlete.  Kelly will be attending Boston 

College in the Fall of 2013. 

CONGRATULATIONS, KELLY, FROM PT. PLEASANT ELKS #1698!  WE ARE PROUD OF YOU! 
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Sec./Voice Mail (732) 899-7638 

Fax: (732) 899-7412 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

POINT PLEASANT ELKS #1698 

 
NAME    OCCUPATION                SPONSOR 

 

Pat Ward    Broker      Jack Zawacki 
Frank Graziano   Public Works     Joe Rager 
Dave Pestkowski   CPA      Bob Scott 
Jane Pestkowski   School Teacher    Bob Scott 
James Himmelreich         Jay Rameriz 
Charlene Russell   Board of Education    Bill Matthews 
 
 
We still have 22 delinquent members.  Please pay your dues!  The next initiation will be February 19, 2013. 

 

Please submit articles for the March Antler by February 20, 2013.  They can 
be emailed to:  PPElksAntler@Yahoo.com or put in the Antler mailbox down 
at the Lodge.  Thank you. 


