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EXALTED RULER’S MESSAGE 

 It feels great to be home from Grand Lodge Convention that took place in Reno, Nevada.  However, it was awesome to 
meet so many fellow Elks and learn of all the great programs and projects they work on to make Elks great.  I feel renewed and 
refreshed from seeing and hearing about all we do as an organization.  I was so proud to be able to attend a special session at 
Grand Lodge that honored one of our own.  Dennis Torode was awarded the Marvin M. Lewis award for outstanding contributions 
to The Boy Scouts of America.  This award is given on a national level to an active Elk member who has significantly contributed to 
the youth of their communities by volunteering in the programs of the Boy Scouts of America.  Congrats, Dennis, I could not think 
of anyone else who deserves this more than you.  The most important resolution that did NOT get passed at Grand Lodge was a 
constitutional amendment that would allow members to join at the age of eighteen.  This was the hot topic that week, but other 
news and information will follow at our next meeting.  Lastly, I would like to congratulate Millard Pickering for being elected our new 
Grand Exalted Ruler, and Bill Caufield for taking his oath as our new District Deputy. 
 
 Although I was away for our appetizer contest, I heard that the event was fantastic.  Not only did it bring our members to-
gether, it also raised more money for the bathroom fund.  It is wonderful to see some new ideas in action, and I encourage anyone 
that has fresh plans to come forward.  Please do not hesitate to contact me or our house chair, Brian Coyle, to make these ideas 
come to fruition. 
 
 At the time I wrote this article, the fluke tournament has not yet taken place.  I would like to thank John Veprek, PSP, and 
all who have helped to get this event off the ground.  I would also like to thank all who have worked before, during, and after the 
event, and let you know that our lodge appreciates all you do. 
 
 In closing, I am so proud of all the members of Point Pleasant Lodge 1698.  In as little as four months, so many wonderful 
things have happened this year.  I feel a great sense of fraternity each and every time I walk into the lodge.  Voltaire was once 
quoted, “We are rarely proud when we are alone.”  I truly believe our lodge’s sense of pride originates from the common bonds we 
all share as fellow Elks. 

 
        
  Fraternally, 
 
  Clifford I. Van Nest 
 
        
    

A candid shot of ER Cliff and Lacey’s ER, Lou Zigarelli, in 

Virginia City, Nevada. 



 

  

Lodge Officers 2013-2014 
Exalted Ruler   Clifford I. Van Nest       732-306-5935 
Leading Knight  Tom Watters        848-992-6194 
Loyal Knight   Bob Byrnes        732-278-9422 
Lecturing Knight  Chris Resotko        732-608-4179 
Secretary   Helen McDermott       732-785-3323 
Treasurer   Ann Marie O’Hare                  732-278-9421 
Tiler    Gus Adamo        732-899-2722 
Esquire   Amanda Horton       732-600-8561 
Inner Guard   Jack Secor        732-701-0535 
Chaplain   Michael J. Brannick       732-600-8525 
Organist            
Bd. Of Directors President Ron Panuska        732-714-9966 
Bd. Of Directors Secretary Mike Travisano       732-899-5115 
Bd. Of Directors  Rob Cook, Esq.       732-261-0048 
Bd. Of Directors  Phyllis Willever       732-714-1149 
Bd. Of Directors  Sharon Haugh        732-966-4433 
 

Committee Chairpersons 
Activities   Thomas “Bat” Masterson, PER   732-682-3350 
Americanism   Jerri Parlow        732-814-6092 
Antler    Eileen Miller        732-714-9553 
Audit    Cus Dalik, PDDGER       732-600-6979 
Banquets   Georgianna Walsh       732-295-1945 
Bar Steward   Jay Ramirez        732-899-8620 
Batter Up   Todd Schmidt        732-207-6076 
Building Improvement  Gus Adamo        732-900=2822 
Community Service  Karen Nobel        732-899-9253 
Convention    
Drug Awareness  Donna Tranchita       908-965-3733 
ENF    Cus Dalik, PDDGER       732-600-6979 
Flag Day   Joe Chickene        732-840-0891 
Fluke Tournament  John Veprek, PSP       908-910-9363 
Fraternal   Brian Coyle        908-406-5555 
Government Relations Sharon Haugh        732-966-4433 
Hoop Shoot   Greg Smith        732-920-7516 
House    Brian Coyle                   908-406-5555 
Indoctrination   Bob Scott        732-552-6169 
Investigation   Sharon Haugh        732-966-4433 
Lapsation   Helen McDermott       732-785-3323 
Lodge Activities  Jerry Rotunno        732-546-6279 
Lodge Scholarships  Jan Picarell        732-892-4522 
Mediator   Joe Miller, PER       732-713-2070 
Membership   Bob Scott        732-552-6169 
Memorial Service  Dino Castronova, PER      732-995-5758 
Mother’s Day Service   Georgianna Walsh       732-295-1945 
Motorcycle    Charles Scanlan       732-740-4908 
National Veterans Service     Nancy DeVito        732-892-8961 
Oktoberfest   Carolyn Watters        848-992-6194 
    & Jess Van Nest       732-610-7321      
PER Association  Dawn Tortoriello, PER      908-600-6605 
Photographer   Ray Staab        732-892-5406 
Presiding Justice  Rob Cook, Esq.                  732-261-0048 
Public Relations  Donna Rotunno       732-233-4256 
Soccer Shoot   Dino Castronova, PER      732-995-5758 
Special Needs Children Tom Watters        848-992-6194 
Tear Off Raffles  Gary Laudisi             732-785-1962 
Webmaster   Terry LaDu        732-899-4635 
Youth Activities  Dino Castronova, PER      732-995-5758 

House Committee News 

By Brian Coyle 

 

Thank you to everyone who partici-

pated in the Atlantic City Bus Trip.  

We had a blast and raised $800. for 

the Bathroom Fund.  Look for info 

on another trip this fall. 

 

Thanks to Gary Laudisi for fixing our 

AC upstairs and downstairs and 

keeping us cool this summer. 

 

Thank you to Tim Haley and every-

one who supported the Appetizer 

Party on July 20. 

 

A big thanks to everyone who has 

helped to make Friday Night Dinners 

a success, especially Johnny Unda, 

Hugh, Hockey, Eddie McDermott, 

Lorraine, and Rosemary. 

 

Elks Day at the Races is Oct. 5.  $35 

per person.  See flyer in Grill Room 

and contact Bat with questions. 

 

Look for info in the Grill Room on 

Italian Hot Dog Night with Gus Schi-

pani for a Saturday night in late Au-

gust/early September. 

 

Please mark your calendars for Sun-

day, Oct. 27, for Point Pleasant Elks 

first TAILGATE PARTY.  More details 

coming soon! 

 

Big thanks to Tommy Laffman, our 

produce guy, for donating produce 

for our Friday Night Dinners.  We 

appreciate it! 

 

Check out our new video golf game 

in the Grill Room and show us your 

best shot. 

 

The kitchen is open Wed.-Sun. for 

lunches starting at 11:30 am.  Check 

the flyer in the Grill Room or on our 

website for more details.  Please 

come out and support Friday Night 

Dinners from 6-8:30 pm also.  If you 

haven’t stopped by in awhile, come 

in and say hello and have a great 

meal. 



 

  



 

  

Elks of the Month 
By  the House Committee 

 

Lorraine and Rosemary DiGiovanni 
 

 
Our Elks of the Month for August are Lorraine and Rosemary DiGiovanni. 
 
The DiGiovanni Sisters have been members of the Elks for almost 2 years and are always quick to offer 
help for Lodge events and activities.  Although mostly behind the scenes, Lorraine and Rosemary have 
really come into their own this year as valuable members of the House Committee and regulars on the 
Kitchen Crew for Friday Night Dinners.  You may have seen them washing pots and pans or working the 
dishwasher, reminiscent at times of an I Love Lucy episode.  Both ladies have also given their time for 
Mother’s Day and Flag Day Services, Fluke Tournament, and Special Needs Children’s Picnic as well as 
many other Lodge and Grill Room events. 
 
Beyond their dedication to supporting the Elks, both Lorraine and Rosemary add so much joy and laugh-
ter to any event they participate in.  They brought a lot of laughs to the Atlantic City Bus Trip too!  Lorraine 
and Rosemary have a great sense of humor and a generous attitude that makes you smile when they are 
around. 
 
As newer members, their enthusiasm and ideas are greatly appreciated and set a fine example of getting 
new members involved.  Both women offer their time and support and do it with a smile and a generous 
heart. 
 
Thank you, Lorraine and Rosemary.  We appreciate your support and great attitude. 
Congratulations on being our August Elks of the Month! 

Oktoberfest 
 

 

Volunteers are needed for the Oktoberfest.  The 
sign-up sheet will be in the grill room or you can  
contact Carolyn Watters at cnh2os@comcast.net or 
 732-295-4269.  Thank you. 

THANK YOUTHANK YOU  

  
On behalf of his niece, Lorraine, and nephew, Mick, Johnny Unda would like to thank everyone who shared in the On behalf of his niece, Lorraine, and nephew, Mick, Johnny Unda would like to thank everyone who shared in the 

ceremony honoring his brother, Mikey.ceremony honoring his brother, Mikey.  

  

Thank you to Uncle Paul and also to Eddie Lynch for his wonderful speech about Mikey and Gina for the pictures.Thank you to Uncle Paul and also to Eddie Lynch for his wonderful speech about Mikey and Gina for the pictures.  

  

Thank you to Billy L., Jay, Suzie, Brian, Terry, Sharon Haugh, Hugh, Hockey, Helen, Barbara, Bob Scott, and every-Thank you to Billy L., Jay, Suzie, Brian, Terry, Sharon Haugh, Hugh, Hockey, Helen, Barbara, Bob Scott, and every-

one for the condolence card.  Thanks also to Eddie Z from US Subs, Chef Dean, and Leon from the Idle Hour and one for the condolence card.  Thanks also to Eddie Z from US Subs, Chef Dean, and Leon from the Idle Hour and 

Chef Larry for all their help with food donations.  A big thank you to the lodge for letting us use the hall for the ser-Chef Larry for all their help with food donations.  A big thank you to the lodge for letting us use the hall for the ser-

vices and thank you to everyone who attended.vices and thank you to everyone who attended.  



 

  

ELKS TRACK PICNIC 

 
Saturday, October 5, 2013 

Monmouth Park 
Tickets:  $35/PP 

Includes Food, Beverage, Program, Pen,  
but Not Tips! 

1st Come, 1st Serve (Sold out last year) 
Sign-Up at Bar in Grill Room Or See Bat Masterson 

Organ & Tissue Donation Program 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the USA has joined forces with 
Donate Life America to increase donations of organs, eyes, and life-saving tissue. 
 
 The need is paramount.  More than 110,000 patients were waiting for organ 
transplants as of March 2011, according to the Donate Life America website, 
www.donatelife.net.  Only 28,663 organ transplants had been performed in 2010, 
and even fewer—14,502 organ donations had been made in that year.   
 
 We Elks Members can help close the gap!  For more information on the impor-
tance of donation and how to become a registered donor in your state, go to the Do-

nate Life website.  This is a great way to show that “Elks Give from the Heart.” 



 

  

Antler Boosters 2013Antler Boosters 2013Antler Boosters 2013Antler Boosters 2013----2014201420142014    

 
BoostersBoostersBoostersBoosters    

Joe Abradi 

Suzanne Auletta 

Rochelle & James A. Baine, Jr. 

Noemi & Paul Brundage, PER 

Don & Shadow Cashour 

Joe & Marianne Chickene 

Jack J. & Camille Cimino 

Al & Eileen Clericuzio 

William & Theresa Cobb 

Robert M. & Bridget Cook 

Charles A. & Jodie Cowell 

Dolores & Cus Dalik, Jr., PDD 

Harold & Suzanne Demarest, Jr. 

Joseph V. & Rosemary Esposito 

Vincent Gennaro 

Allan F. Gile, Sr. 

John W. & Anna Kaufman 

Terence J. LaDu 

William & Donna Leinweber 

Christopher B. Leitner 

Annette & Len Luccioni 

Ken & Kathy Mathis 

David & Lois McWilliam 

John W. Menschner, Sr. 

Eileen & Joe Miller, PER 

Ronald W. & Joan Panuska 

George C. & Lauris Pearce 

David G. & Jane Pestkowski 

Janice Picarell 

Robert W. Pursel, PER 

Alvin Mason & Marybeth Reffitt, Jr. 

Jack & Mary Lou Secor 

Bill & Pat Shay 

Barbara R. Smith & Phil Bartus 

Thomas F. & Marilyn J. Spedding 

Rosemary & Steve Tassie 

John Terranova 

Dennis L. & Elizabeth Torode 

Dawn Tortoriello, PER & Robert Scott 

Mike & Judy Travisano 

Rich & Cathy Troppoli 

Ellen & John Veprek, PSP 

MemorialsMemorialsMemorialsMemorials    

Joan Abradi 

Douglas Adamo 

Gloria Adamo 

Darren Arms 

Gina A. Bartus 

Carmie Brady 

William Harrison Brown II 

Phil Contract 

Maria Corbally 

Hy A. Dooley 

Vernon T. Emmons 

Peter Enright 

Patricia Felstedt 

Nicholas Fetsick 

Herbert Francis 

Madeleine & Fred Frick, Sr. 

Margaret C. Haley 

Bob Haugh 

Daniel J. Hennessy , Sr. 

Edward O. Klein, Sr. 

Edward T. Knorr 

Donald Koch, PER 

Evelyn J. Lipkin 

Robert R. McCabe 

Kay & Lou Meyer 

Jean & Billy T. Morrow 

Nancy O’Brien 

Kyle J. Rager 

Charles Rola 

Col. Andrew L. Smith, USAF, Ret. 

Bernie Smith, PER 

James Sogorka 

Joseph G. & Louise Tortoriello 

William Van Druten, Sr., PER 

Arnie & Linda Van Duyn 

Walter Whelan 



 

  

Sun Mon Tue 
Terrific 

Tuesdays 

Wed Thu 
Thirsty 

Thursdays 

Fri Sat 
Happy  
Hour 

   Lunch is 

served Wed. 

thru Sun. 

starting at 

11:30 am 

1 
Shuffleboard 

 

Line Dancing 

2 
Friday Night 

Dinner 

6-8:30 pm 

3 

4 5 

House 

Committee 

Meeting 

7 pm 

6 7 
NVSC 

Meeting 

7 pm 

8 

Shuffleboard 

 

Line Dancing 

9 

Friday Night 

Dinner 

6-8:30 pm 

10 

11 12 13 14 15 

Shuffleboard 

 

Line Dancing 

16 

Friday Night 

Dinner 

6-8:30 pm 

17 

18 19 20 
Lodge 

Meeting 

8 pm 

21 

NVSC 

Meeting 

7 pm 

22 

Shuffleboard 

 

Line Dancing 

23 

Friday Night 

Dinner 

6-8:30 pm 

24 

25 26 House 

Committee 

Meeting  7 pm 

 

Motorcycle 

Committee 

Meeting 

27 28 29 

Shuffleboard 

 

Line Dancing 

30 
Friday Night 

Dinner 

6-8:30 pm 

31 

August 2013 



 

  

 
Veterans Committee 

By Nancy DeVito 
 

On July 16 we hosted our second fishing trip with the Air Force aboard the Ideal.  Even 
though it wasn’t good fishing, it didn’t dampen their spirits.  They were very thankful for our 
invitation to fish and for the delicious meal when they got back to the lodge.  Thank you to 
Eddie Z for the awesome sub.  John Unda for the delicious gravy, meatballs, and sausage, 
and to all of my fellow Elks that helped to make their day special.  Happy Birthday to John 
Kaufman and thank you, Ann, for the yummy birthday cake.  It made the perfect dessert.  
Our next fishing trip will be August 20.  We will be joined by the Navy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Super 50/50 was a little off this year.  I’m guessing people are feeling the effects of 
Sandy still.  I hope things get better for everyone effected.  The money we raise is greatly 
appreciated by all our Veterans we help.  Here are some of the emails I received regarding 
the care packages which we send: 
 
(Email #1) 
Dearest Nancy DeVito and the Point Pleasant Elks, 
I wanted to extend an extreme THANK YOU for the care packages that were sent to Al Dhafra Airbase 
Chapel several weeks ago!  I can’t tell you how grateful we are to receive some comforts from home.  It is 
not easy being so far away and, like myself, many of us feel the homesickness from time to time.  Myself 
and two others, Airman First Class Richard Hayes and Staff Sergeant Anita Fisher, personally unloaded all 
the boxes and made them available for others here on base to enjoy.  It warms my heart to know that we 
are appreciated for our sacrifice to this great nation.  We would also like to thank you for the time and effort 
you have put into not only reminding us what we wake up for every day to defend, but also to thank you for 
what you have done for this country.  If it wasn’t for the veterans and family of veterans we would not be 
able to have this opportunity.  Again from everyone here on base we Thank you! 
 
Sincerely, 
Senior Airman Laura Stevenson 
380th Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron/Force Protection 
Al Dhafra Airbase, United Arab Emirates 
 
 



 

  

Veterans Committee (Continued) 
 

(Email #2) 
Dear Point Pleasant Elks, 
 
On behalf of the 380th AEW in Southwest Asia, I want to thank you and the young Girl Scouts who worked 
so hard at sending our troops the care packages.  Guess what?  Your packages arrived today, on the 4th 
of July!!  I can’t tell you how much all the goodies will be appreciated by the men and women serving here.  
It means a lot to know that there are citizens back home that show their support and are grateful for the 
sacrifices made by our military personnel.  We are very appreciative of the generosity and time taken to put 
together so many wonderful packages. 
 
Thank you so much, 
 
Chaplain Bruce Brewer 
Wing Chaplain 
380th AEW HC 
APO, AE  09853 
 
 
(Email #3) 
Nancy, 
 
We did get the care packages and the crew has been enjoying the goodies.  The jelly beans were a big hit.  
Please send me a list of the Girl Scout names that participated in the care packages.  I would like to send 
each of them a picture of the ship as a thank you from the crew. 
 
Thank you again, 
 
Austin 
USS Gravely 
 
 

The weathers been brutal.  However, no matter how hot we are, just imagine how hot our 
military are with all their gear and with no chance of any AC!  Freedom isn’t free!  Don’t 
forget those who serve! 
 
We will be helping with several family picnics this summer out at Joint Base McGuire so that 
they may enjoy their time with comrades and family. 
 
November 2, Veterans Dinner Dance—Is it early to advertise the dance??  I think not.  
Mark your calendars today.  You don’t want to miss out. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

POINT PLEASANT ELKS #1698 

 
PROSPECTS:             OCCUPATION       PROPOSER 

 

NONE 
 

Membership:  We are now down to about 75 delinquent members.  There is a list posted in the 

Grill Room and if you know someone on the list, please talk to them about paying their dues.  Col-
lecting the dues is what allows us to continue doing good works for the community.  And, if you are 
having problems, please contact Bob Scott at 732-552-6169. 

Lodge of Sorrow 

 

James R. Neral—died June 6, 2013 

Diron Avedisian, PER, District Vice President, District Deputy, Grand Esteemed Leading 

Knight—died June 30, 2013 

Please submit articles for the September  

Antler by August 20, 2013, to Eileen Miller at: 

PPElksAntler@yahoo.com PPElksAntler@yahoo.com PPElksAntler@yahoo.com PPElksAntler@yahoo.com or put in the Antler 

mailbox at the Lodge.  Thank you. 

1st Annual Appetizer Party 

 
On July 20 the Lodge had its’ first Appetizer Party organized by Tim Haley.  It was 
$5.00 to taste and judge each entry.  Bob Scott was the winner with his eggplant 
parmigiana but every entry gave him a run for the money including Barbara Romano’s 
who came in 2nd.  


