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Thanksgiving 2011– Elks Care—Elks Share 
by  Ron Panuska 

 It was another great Thanksgiving dinner at Point Pleasant Elks.  Thanks to all the many volunteers from the 
Lodge and St. Gregory’s who helped to make it all possible.   
 42 turkeys were donated; 40 from Surf Taco in Point Pleasant Beach and 2 from other donors.  The Lodge 
cooked 32 and donated 10 to St. Gregory’s Pantry.  The turkeys were delivered on Monday and the chefs started cooking 
early Tuesday morning.  By late Tuesday afternoon the chefs had all 32 turkeys cooked.  On Wednesday the chefs sliced 
the turkeys and put them on trays, prepared the stuffing, potatoes, candied yams, and gravy.  Thanksgiving Day the 
kitchen crew arrived at 7 a.m. to start preparing the food.  Ovens went on to heat up the food trays, vegetables steamed, 
cranberry sauce put into portion cups, pies cut and put on plates, and coffee made all before 12 noon!!  Dining Room 
crew set up tables and chairs, put out tablecloths, placed the center pieces and table settings.  Meal time was from 1-3 
p.m.  After 3 p.m. the dining room crew cleaned up, took all the tables down, stacked the chairs, and swept the floor.  The 
kitchen crew cleaned up the kitchen.  All was done by 4 p.m. 
 Many thanks to Muellers Bakery for the rolls and bread; St. Gregory’s for the pies, milk, and fresh fruit; and Joe 
Leone’s for some very fine extras. 
 This year’s menu consisted of rolls and breads, turkey, stuffing, homemade gravy, candied yams, mashed pota-
toes, string beans, and cranberry sauce.  Dessert pies were apple, pumpkin, cherry, blueberry, and coconut custard.  Cof-
fee, tea, milk, apple cider, soda, and cranberry juice were served.  A total of 150 meals were served plus 50 meals taken 
home.  We had another 27 meals taken to home bound residents.  GREAT JOB EVERYONE!! 
 A special thanks for the hard work during the week to our chefs:   PER Bob Kierstead, Bob Scott, Mike Travis-
ano, Harold Schmidt, Gus Schipani, Ron Panuska, and all the volunteers from the Lodge who gave up part of their 
Thanksgiving Day to make this event work.  We had many volunteers from outside of the Lodge calling all week to help 
plus students from Brick Memorial High School’s Habitat for Humanity Club.  



 

  

Exalted Ruler’s Message by Scot L. Famous  
 

 “Happy New Year Everyone!”  Can you believe it’s 2012 al-
ready?!? 2011 went by so fast!!! 
 
 I want to thank Tom Watters, Barbra Romano, Jan Picarell, 
and all the Elves who helped Santa and Mrs. Claus with the Special 
Needs Children and Lodge Children’s Christmas Parties.  The kids 
had a great time and so did the Big Kids (Moms, Dads, Brothers, Sis-
ters, the Family and Friends that came out and supported the Chil-
dren and the Lodge).  Thank you again everyone that attended and 
helped!  I will put a good word in with Santa for all of you next year! 
 
 We all have to thank Johnny Under and Tim “House” Haley for 
their Pizza Nights.  You guys did an AWESOME Job! 
 
 I have to state that I am very disappointed with the member-
ship for not supporting the Lodge’s New Year’s Eve Party.  I under-
stand that we all have our personal commitments, but out of 700+ 

members we could not get 50 or 60 members to attend.  Dawn Tortoriello did a great job in advertising the event, 
organizing, and planning as well.  Great job, Dawn!  Maybe next year you will have more support from your 
Lodge Brothers and Sisters. 
 
 I hope you all enjoyed the FREE Lodge Egg Nog Party (funny...that was well attended!!!)  We all need to 
thank our House Chairman, Tim Haley, and his crew of Bob Kierstead and Bob Scott for putting on a delicious 
and festive Holiday Party.  Thanks Gentlemen! 
 
 Last month’s Trivia Quote answer was Emily Matthews.  This month’s Trivia is:   

“A happy New Year!  Grant that I may bring no tear to any eye 
When this New Year in time shall end 

Let it be said I’ve played the friend, Have lived and loved and labored here, 
And made of it a happy year.” 

 
 Ok, you all know the drill.   

“Happy New Year Everyone!” 
Scot 
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Lodge Officers 2011-2012  
Exalted Ruler   Scot L. Famous  703-4701 
Leading Knight  Dawn Tortoriello  908-600-6605 
Loyal Knight   Cliff Van Nest   306-5935 
Lecturing Knight  Kyle Walters   575-9849 
Secretary   Helen McDermott  785-3323 
Treasurer   Kim McLure   892-1763 
Esquire   Valerie Famous, PER  609-505-0081 
Chaplain   Shirlene Taskowitz  330-8076 
Inner Guard   Jack Secor   701-0535 
Tiler    Gus Adamo   899-2722 
Trustee   Ron Panuska   714-9966 
Trustee   Bob Kierstead, PER  272-7307 
Trustee   Joe Miller, PER  714-9553 
Trustee   Mike Travisano  899-5115 
Trustee   Rob Cook   732-261-0048 
 

Committee Chairpeople  
Americanism   Jerri Parlow   814-6092 
Antler    Eileen Miller   714-9553 
Audit    Valerie Famous, PER  609-505-0081 
Banquets   Georgianna Walsh  604-2841 
Bar Steward   Jay Ramirez   899-8620 
Batter Up   Todd Schmidt   207-6076 
Community Service  Mike Donahue   892-4663 
Convention   Cliff Van Nest   306-5935 
Drug Awareness  Donna Tranchita  908-965-3733 
ENF    Cus Dalik, PDD  600-6979 
Flag Day   Joe Chickene   840-0891 
Fluke Tournament  John Veprek, PSP  908-910-9363 
Government Relations Vacant 
Hoop Shoot   Greg Smith   920-7516 
House    Tim Haley   848-448-8518 
Indoctrination   Gus Schipani   892-6772 
Investigation   Bob Kierstead, PER  272-7307 
Lapsation   Helen McDermott  785-3323 
Lodge Scholarships  Jan Picarell   892-4522 
Mediator   Colleen Castronova  241-0769 
Membership   Bob Scott   552-6169 
Memorial Service  Dino Castronova, PER 995-5758 
Mother’s Day Service   Georgianna Walsh  604-2841 
Nat’l. Veterans Service     Nancy DeVito   892-8961 
Oktoberfest   Mike Travisano  899-5115
    Jessica Van Nest  610-7321 
Photographer   Ray Staab   892-5406 
Pianist    Paschal Drew   295-1713 
Presiding Justice  Rob Cook   732-261-0048 
Public Relations  Carmen Vanata  973-975-5652 
Soccer Shoot   Dino Castronova, PER 995-5758 
Special Needs Children Tom Watters   848-992-6194 
Tear Off Raffles  Scot L. Famous, ER  703-4701 
Webmaster   Terry LaDu   899-4635 
Youth Activities  Dino Castronova, PER 995-5758 
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Installation of Officers 
 

The date of the Installation of Officers for the year 2012-2013 is March 24, 2011. 
Tentatively scheduled as: 
4-5 p.m. Cocktail Hour, 

5 p.m. Ceremony, 
6-10 p.m. Dinner & Dancing 
Please mark your calendars. 

More details to follow 
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ELK OF THE MONTH 

By Scot L. Famous 
 

Tim Haley  
 

January 2012 Elk of the Month goes to Tim Haley!  Tim is our 2011-2012 House Chairman.  

You and I have been privileged to have Tim as the House Chair. 

 

Tim has embraced this challenging, demanding, and thankless position with great enthusi-

asm and unconditional commitment.  He has stepped up to the plate in countless situations 

and in wee hours of the morning and late at night. 

 

Tim, the Membership and I thank you for all your hard work, time, and great ideas to help 

make the Lodge fun, safe, and profitable! 

 
   Congratulations Tim!!!  

The next Super 50/50 for Elks Charities is coming t his month.  Only 100 tickets will be sold at 
$20.00 per chance.  If all tickets are sold, the wi nner will get $1,000.00!  Drawing will be on  
Friday, January 27 at 8 p.m. at the Lodge.  Tickets  will be on sale at the bar. 

Hoop Shoot 2011-2012 by Greg Smith  
 

The Elks National Hoop Shoot Free Throw Contest is underway once again.  Millions of kids all over 
the USA will be participating until 72 make it to the National Finals in April 2012.  Our local contest 
was held November 19 at the Point Beach High School.  We had the usual number of contestants 
from the local schools and they gave us some good shooting, and even a few tie-breakers. 
 
The 8-9 year old winners are:  Claire Gaston and Kyle DeCicco. 
 
The 10-11 year old winners are:  Brooke Dale and Sam Collins. 
 
The 12-13 year old winners are:  Rebecca Cairnes and Ryan Hanrahan. 
 
These 6 shooters will represent Point Pleasant at the Southeast District competition on December 17 
in Manasquan.  A victory there sends the individual to the NJ state contest.  GOOD LUCK to all of 
them from the PP Elks! 
 
I must give a big THANK YOU to my Hoop Shoot team of rebounders and scorekeepers.  Thanks to 
Gary S., Joe R., Mike D., Georgianna W., Peggy D., Rich and Carmen V., and ER Scot F.  And, 
Thank You to my Administrative Assistant, Rita M.  I couldn’t do it without all of you! 
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PLEASE RUSH... DATED MATERIAL 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP  
POINT PLEASANT ELKS #1698 

 
APPLICANT              OCCUPATION       PROPOSER 
 
John A Schutz   Retired     Dan Belson 
Hugh Hild    Retired     John Gartz 
 
 
 
New Member Initiation will be held on January 17, 2012. 
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